Zaiga Gaile Office

New Riga Theatre Reconstruction Project
Lacplesa Ser. 25, Riga 2014-
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Zaiga Gaile Office and partner won the competition for
reconstruction of the New Riga Theatre in 2014. The project
includes reconstruction of three historical huildings and design
of a new volume.

The aim of the reconstruction is to preserve as much of the
historical essence and character of the original buildings as

possible and delicately add new architecture and facilities of the

21th century.
The project proposes to make several gentle alterations o the
main historical facade both for degign and technical reasons
which all together will make the theatre building stand out as
a prominent cultural institution within the urban structure,
The original theatre building has never had a proper front area
it is positioned right next to a busy and noisy street, The
reconstruction project proposes to relocate the main entrance
from the street to the courtyard. The courtyard will be accessed
through a passage tunnel on the left side of the building.
The new entrance is located at the far end of the courtyard.
Behind the glass wall and revolving door there is a lobby with
a ticket office. The courtyard and the lobby are united with the
same cobblestone flooring. In the sarme way the brick walls of
the old houses are also exposed in the interior of the lobby.
In the center of the lobby by the old brick wall are placed

monumental stairs to the first foor, The glass foyer on the first

floor with the public balcony above the entrance is the main
space for the audience to spend intermissions. In the foyer
next to the staircase s a connter with refreshiments, and tables

are arranged by the glass wall with a view 1o the courtyard.
Under the stairs on the ground floor in the center of the lobby
is a fireplace which has several symbaolical connotations and
historical references. Both the historical hall and the new halls
can be easily accessed from the central lobby, All halls have
their independent lobbies with wardrobes and facilities.

As a result of the project the theatre will get a gently
reconstructed historical hall with 500 seats, and two new halls
with 250 and 100 seats, all equipped with the newest technical

fid

Y- M l-A 71203, 20148, U=
HoHGEFR 0V 2 & FORBOBY
W, RESRICEEINR. ©
MFodz i HciE BERSEROERI D
£, BROFARM 2HEENTV 3,

IOEBHECHRR. ROBYWHLST
WRERHEFERLANETESIEYRS
LHE, 21EoRLVERLBRERE
SEMT BT ER,
Fr¥ kTt

IvNES

TDRIE R T

FEALTL S DhOE TP T
M. EROEEENATLE, 4NHET
Y EE RS CIUTER
. AQRABYHE (TR LVER
DFCHICHBLT VL, BRHETEA
Au T b T AARRERSSHEICE
FTHREG 2T 3. CORRITE. BS
ERCE Sl LRl TT
DEAT B FLVIY R SARDED
—BRUEELTVNE,. #F7A0RLERE
EFOERiETry JIEEgALD
E=fsl, dE:O0E—-0FRREMLEE
TH—EATVE, BHIL. SWMITOL
yHREFOE-ROBLREL. FO08
=LY & LB SR
HEhTWS, T¥FF»A0LiiUba
S—HBEENEIBOASAOT+ T T
i BMOsRSICRRFECTEERE
MEE-TWS, BEBO?x77II012
BLMEERRT BNV E=LT=TI
Gy, SEEEBLDIHTRAOE LS
LRETITE, ERTOMEROOE—
SREICIBFASSY,. EREELOPH

FCE2MAEE]

Second floor plan (scale: 1/1,000)2FEFmE (§R @ 1/1.000
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This page: Exterior view from the
Lacplza street. The building is
in the city cenier among resi
busildings, It weas origimally bul
Society of Craftsmen and has
the theatre for almost one hune
vears, The engrance on &
to the courtyard. Oppo. t
the courtvard. It is surrounded with
historical yellow brick house
reconstruction adds glass pane!
tndustrial metal constructio
space is designed for people 1o
and enjoy the moment.
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